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Dear Friend, 
 
New York City is best known as a thriving metropolis, but it is also a vitally important habitat 
for wild birds. From the robins and red-tailed hawks we see on the streets, to the piping 
plovers and Baltimore orioles in the city’s 28,000 acres of parks and 14 miles of beaches, 
these birds help ensure a happier, healthier habitat for all New Yorkers.  
 
New York City Audubon works exclusively on protecting those birds and the unique urban 
niches or fragile natural areas where they live, helping eight million people share their habitat 
with hundreds of thousands of wild birds. 
  
Why is local conservation so important? Because dozens of bird species may go extinct during 
our lifetime, while others may be driven from the city by climate change and urban 
development. That’s why NYC Audubon is working to protect wild birds in New York City, 
whether they are residents or just passing through. 
 
Each year NYC Audubon’s conservation and education initiatives reach out to more than 
20,000 New Yorkers in all five boroughs. We are grateful to the many partner organizations, 
committed volunteers, and dedicated donors who make our critical conservation efforts 
possible. With their help—and yours—we can keep New York City a great place to live, for 
birds and people alike. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Peter Mott 
President 
 



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Education 
 
Education Programs for Adults 
NYC Audubon has increased and diversified our calendar of programming in the last fiscal 
year. We offer members’ programs in cooperation with other organizations, local 
programming within the New York City area; and national and international programming, 
which takes participants out of the region to explore the wintering habitat of neo-tropical 
migrants that migrate through New York City each spring and fall. This year we have 
experienced an increase in outreach in all categories. For NYC Audubon-only programs, we 
increased from 893 to 916 participants in local programming, and from 41 to 59 in national 
and international programming. Our most significant growth came in outreach programs with 
other organizations, where we went from serving 17 people in 2008 to 422 people in 2009. We 
are proud to be working with so many excellent partners in conservation across New York 
City. 
 
Education Programs for Children 
NYC Audubon staff and volunteers provide environmental education to over 5,000 New York 
City children and teens through Look Around NYC, our science-based newsletter for children 
in grades four through six and after-school programming. This year, a new partnership with 
ACTION, an after-school group at THE POINT Community Development Corporation in the 
Hunts Point neighborhood of the South Bronx, gave twenty teens the opportunity to engage in 
environmental restoration work on North Brother Island and in Pelham Bay Park. While 
participating in these activities the ACTION members learned about “green-collar” jobs, 
native and invasive plants and assisted with monitoring studies of Harbor Herons. This year 
also brought the retirement of long-time Look Around volunteer publisher Naola Gersten-
Woolf.  
 
Conservation 
 
In April 2008, with the leadership support of the Leon Levy Foundation, NYC Audubon hired 
Director of Conservation Dr. Susan Elbin to lead NYC Audubon’s Conservation efforts and to 
improve the science underlying all programs.    
 
Project Safe Flight 
The Project Safe Flight (PSF) monitoring and research program improves our understanding 
of the causes behind urban bird collisions and studies ways to prevent bird collisions from 
occurring. During the 2008 migration seasons approximately 30 volunteers patrolled the city 
for evidence of bird collisions with buildings. Spring and fall migrations seemed light this year 
as evidenced by a low number of collisions: 65 during the spring season (April through June) 
and 158 during fall migration (August through November). White-throated sparrows, common 
yellowthroats, and ovenbirds were the most numerous species recovered. Nicole Delecretaz 



presented PSF research as a poster at the 2008 NY State Ornithological Association meeting 
in Rochester. January 2009 saw the departure of Nicole Delecretaz, long-time PSF project 
manager.   
 
This year, two research papers based on data collected by Project Safe Flight were accepted 
for publication, and are expected to appear in 2009. “Architectural and Landscape Risk 
Factors Associated with Bird-Glass Collisions in an Urban Environment,” by Daniel Klem and 
others, attempts to analyze building characteristics which  increase risk of collisions and will 
appear in The Wilson Journal of Ornithology. “Windows and Vegetation: Primary Factors in 
Manhattan Bird Collisions,” by former NYC Audubon staff members Yigal Gelb and Nicole 
Delacretaz, analyzes ten years of data from Project Safe Flight and will appear in Northeast 
Naturalist.  
 
Project Safe Flight also continued its monitoring of the Tribute in Lights, with over 20 
volunteers participating in all-night monitoring. Peak numbers of birds circling in the beams 
occurred near 2am and never numbered more than 200 birds. Winds on September 11 were 
not conducive to a large migratory movement. 
 
Harbor Herons 
The 2008 nesting season was a comprehensive survey year in which all possible nesting 
islands were searched for breeding activity. Conducted in partnership with the New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation—Natural Resources Group and the National Park 
Service—Gateway National Recreation Area, this survey included 17 islands. NYC Audubon 
scientists, interns and volunteers monitored nesting populations of wading birds, cormorants 
and gulls on the islands and surrounding waterways and documented nesting habitat 
including species composition of nest trees and shrubs. Wading birds nested on eight islands 
in the harbor; nine species were confirmed as nesters: Black-crowned Night-Heron, Great 
Egret, Snowy Egret, Glossy Ibis, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored 
Heron, Cattle Egret, and Green Heron. The largest species diversity noted on Canarsie Pol 
(eight species).  South Brother Island was the largest wading bird colony observed in 2008 
(462 nests). No active wading bird nests were observed on islands in the Arthur Kill and Kill 
van Kull. Mainland nesting of Yellow-crowned Night-Herons was observed at the Redfern 
Houses colony in Far Rockaway; 55 nests were present, a marked increase over the 26 nests 
observed in 2007. Double-crested Cormorants nested on seven islands (1,333 total nests).  
 
Natural Areas Initiative 
Research and monitoring projects for the year included a breeding bird census in Central 
Park. Thirty-seven species were confirmed breeding in the park with an additional species that 
were probable breeders. Trend analyses are being done, comparing the 1998 and 2008 census 
data. In a joint initiative with National Audubon and Audubon New York, three chimney swift 
nesting towers have been erected in honor of Geoffrey Cobb Ryan in three state parks.  
 
The Jamaica Bay Initiative is a new program funded by TogetherGreen (National Audubon and 
Toyota Corporation), with the goal of improving wetland accessibility for shorebirds and 



horseshoe crabs. Citizen scientists are monitoring the numbers of horseshoe crabs nesting 
on beaches in Jamaica Bay and also documenting use of the same beaches by shorebirds that 
eat horseshoe crab eggs during migration. At the same time, teams of volunteers of all ages 
have been cleaning beaches where horseshoe crabs nest in Jamaica Bay. One local high 
school student commented, “We’re doing it for the horseshoe crabs!” 
 
Volunteers 
Volunteers are the lifeblood of NYC Audubon. Over the past year, our volunteer programs 
have grown tremendously and had a huge impact on conservation in New York City. Through 
the Audubon-Toyota TogetherGreen Initiative, NYC Audubon hosted two Volunteer Days, 
where volunteers planted native trees in the Bronx, and cleaned up Brighton Beach. 
Volunteers also conducted a census of breeding birds in Central Park, participated in the 
annual Harbor Herons survey, and monitored collision routes with Project Safe Flight. 
Education volunteers aided other birders by lending a hand with our trips and classes, 
produced Look Around NYC, our children’s newsletter, and created six stunning editions of 
the Urban Audubon, our bi-monthly newsletter. Behind the scenes, administrative volunteers 
worked closely with staff to keep the NYC Audubon office running smoothly. Our volunteers 
come from all five boroughs and display a wide range of skills, experiences, and age brackets. 
Thanks to the 375 volunteers who contributed more than 4,700 hours this year, NYC 
Audubon’s programs are going strong. We couldn’t have done it with out everyone involved. 



FINANCIALS 

Support & Revenue

Grants & 
Contributions, 

$318,651, 41%

Membership Dues, 
$49,994, 7%

Special Events, 
$82,766, 11%

Program Service 
Revenue, $81,419, 

11%

Reserved from Prior 
Years, $226,088, 

30%

 

Expenses

Conservation, 
$293,887, 39%

Education, 
$278,102, 37%

Management & 
General, $63,050, 

8%

Fundraising, 
$123,879, 16%

 



SUPPORT FOR NYC AUDUBON 
 
Leadership Support for 
Conservation 
Leon Levy Foundation 

 
American Kestrel Circle 
($3,000 and above) 
Claude & Lucienne Bloch 
Ronald & Jean Bourque 
Joseph & Barbara Ellis 
Bruce & Marcia Fowle 
Phillip Fried 
Beatrice Goelet Manice 
Jaime & Cathy Nish 
Joan Zofnass 

 
Conservationists  
($1,000 - $2,999) 
John & Emily Alexander 
Oakes & Louise Ames 
Drianne Benner and Kevin Perry 
Edward & Diana Greene 
Jay Herman 
Noel & Sharon Humphreys 
Peter Joost 
Sean Lennon 
Mary Tyler Moore & Robert Levine, M.D. 
Bill & Terry Pelster 
Lewis & Sheila Rosenberg 
Constantine & Anne Sidamon-Eristoff 
Virginia Stowe 
Adele Towbin 
Scott & Michelle Walter 
Andrea Woodner 

 
 

Stewards ($500-$999) 
Alberto Acosta & Rebecca L. Wolfe 
Michael & Betsy Alderman 
Barbara Belknap 
Marsilia Boyle 
Suzanne Crosby & Alberto Ottaviani 
Peggy Danziger 
Titia De Lange 
Gale Epstein 
Euler-Revaz Family Foundation 
Sandy Fiebelkorn 
David Ford 
Elisa Gerarden & Greg Hale 
Dick & Leslie Gershon 
Kathleen Heenan & Clary Olmstead 
Cathy and Lloyd Heller 
Lynne Hertzog 
Edwyn Hoffstetter 
Adrian & Nina Jones 
Mary Jane Kaplan 
Diane Keating 
Robert Kimtis & Susan Bynum 
Ethan & Lauren Klingsberg 
Cynthia Kracauer 
Janice Laneve 
Frederick Luce 
Patricia Marco 
Theodore Max 
Josie Merck & Jim Stevenson 
Lenore & Peter Rhoades Mott 
George & Rachel Mullen 
Gaile Newman 
Jane Orans 
Mary Orans 
Sam Orans 
Mona Payton 
David Phillips & Carla Levy 
Cheryl Reich 
Donald & Genie Rice 
Luanne Rice 



Sascha Rockefeller 
Jim & Jill Sheffield 
David Speiser 
Lewis Topper 
Tom Veltre 
Susan Witter 
Linda Young 

 
Patrons ($250-$499) 
Carol Abrahams 
Richard & Jane Andrias 
Janet Asimov 
Justine & Edward Auchincloss 
Paul J. Elston & Frances Beinecke 
Vivian Berger 
Susanna Bergtold 
Adele Bernhard 
Alan & Fran Bernstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bickford 
Ardith Bondi 
Robert Booz 
Louise Braverman 
Dorothy Bukantz 
Albert & Brenda Butzel 
Al Caccese 
Reno Cappello & Cherrie Nanninga 
Steven Caputo 
Christopher Carroll 
Mrs. Thomas A. Cassilly 
Diane and John Chachas 
James Wu Chen 
Noel & Baukje Cohen 
Owen & Marianne Davis 
Joseph Dolan 
Frank Donovan 
Michael P. Dougherty 
Jancee Dunn 
John Durrua 
Walter Eberstadt 
Margot Ernst 
Alfred C. Finger 
Cindy Frame 
Belmont Freeman 

Dr. Hugh P. Gabriel 
Michael & Anne Golden 
Laurie Goldstein 
Diva Goodfriend-Koven 
Tom Green 
Betsy Gross 
Carolyn Grossner 
Nancy Hager 
Betty Hamilton 
Edith Cassidy Hanley 
David Harris 
Michael & Ellen Hoffman 
Debra Inwald 
Marilyn Katz 
Barbara Kent 
Robert Krinsky 
Louise Lamphier 
David Lefkowitz 
Kenneth Levien 
Guillaume & Christina Malle 
Teresa Marrero 
E. J. McAdams & Kathleen Ruen 
Hayden McKay 
Tracy Meade 
Mary & Sam Miller 
Janet Nolan 
Jayne Nozik 
Alexander Papachristou 
Regina Phelps 
Helen Pilkington 
Warrie Price 
Anne Radcliffe 
Frank Reinauer III 
Don Riepe 
Lynn Rollins 
S. J. Rozan 
John Shemilt 
Joshua Solomon 
Diana Steward 
Virginia Stotz 
Charles & Sally Svenson 
Coralie Toevs 
Richard & Irene Van Slyke 
Natalie Warady 



Joyce & Gil Willis 
Paul O. Wimer and Nina E. Pinto 
Cynthia Rhea and Harry E. Woods 
Bruce Yolton 
Scott Zevon 

 
Supporters ($100-$249) 
Albert Amateau 
Bradley & Francesca Anderson 
Betsy Andrews 
Steve & Sheila Aresty 
James Asselstine 
Jeanne Sigler & Associates, Inc. 
Linda Atkins 
Andrew Baksh 
Lee Barash 
Andrea Barbieri 
Irene Bareis 
Catherine Barron 
Robert Bender & Loretta Nash 
Mary C. Birchard 
Priscilla Blakemore 
Adele Block 
Jacqueline Boardman 
MaryJane Boland 
Richard Brown 
Jim & Yuko Brumm 
Michael Bryant 
Deborah Buell & Charles Henry 
George Bunn Jr. 
David Callard 
Amy Campbell 
Abigail Canfield 
Irving Cantor 
Prudence Carlson 
Richard Cech & Emily Peyton 
Rhoda Chaloff 
Kathleen & Neil Chrisman 
Nancy Comley 
Norma T. Dana 
John & Judy Day 
John Dembeck 
Nina Dioletis 

Robert Disch 
Andy Doan & Cecelia Traugh 
Pat Doudna 
L. F. Boker Doyle 
Carla Sinz and David Driscoll 
Wendy DuBoff 
Kevin & D.G. Duffy 
Millie Dufseth 
David Ebbin 
Eva Eckert 
Bill & Janis Eisner 
Patricia & Peter Elsbach 
Barbara Erskine 
Ellen Fishman 
Pat Franklin 
Jamie Garde 
Robert F. Gatje 
John Geer 
Jody Geist 
Frances Geller 
Ilene Gersten 
David Woolf & Naola Gersten-Woolf 
Muriel J. Gould 
Erin Gray 
Ellen Hand 
Wendi Harrison 
Anneliese Harstick 
Daryl Hartshorne 
Jane Hassler 
Martin & Lila Heilbrunn 
Sandy Herring 
Richard Hirsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Hoguet 
Susan Houston 
Anne Howat 
Jean Huggard 
Pam Hutto & Kenneth Hochman 
Bill Ingram 
Bruce Ismael 
Justin Israel 
Bernard Johnston 
Elisabeth Karp 
Vivian Kaufmann 
Steve & Debbie Kennedy 



Al Kieser 
Thomas Killip 
Jeffrey Kimball & Pamela Hogan 
Rolf Kinne 
Cheryl Klauss 
Doris Kraus 
Carol Landess 
Sylvie Le Blancq 
Sarah Lederman 
Jonathan Lehman 
Howard & Marilyn Leonard 
Ursula Lerse 
Miori Tsubota and Roger Li 
Barry Lippman 
Ben Loehnen 
Angela Lyras 
Harry & Barbara Maas 
Simone & Christopher Mailman 
Mary Ballard Malhotra 
Janet Maltby 
Thomas Martin & Gretchen Wold 
Helen Mattin 
Edward & Joanne McAdams 
David & Anne McCollough 
Cynthia G. McFadden and Erik Hanson 
Karen McLaughlin & Mark Schubin 
Ritamary A. McMahon 
Joseph A. McManus 
Arnold Melman 
Laura Melville & Joby Phillips 
Melissa Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Milton Jr. 
Wayne & Holly Mones 
Bill Moran 
Karen E. Morano 
Louis & Joan Morrell 
Hanna & Jeffrey Moskin 
Karla Moskowitz 
Douglas Murray & Peggy Blumenthal 
B.W. Nimkin 
Murray Nish 
Conrad Obregon 
Noreen O'Rourke 
Suzanne Ortiz 

Carmen O'Shea 
Brinton and Buck Parson 
Robert Perciasepe 
Mark E. Perkins & Kristin Koehler 
George Petty 
Glenn Phillips 
Louise Firestone & Joseph Pizzurro 
Sandra Power 
Hector & Erica Prud'homme 
Bill & Karin Rabin 
Christina Reik 
Herb & Sandy Rosenblum 
Susan Rosenthal & Larry Grosberg 
Allan Ryan 
Matthew Rymkiewicz 
Diana Sattelberger & James Sligar 
Elizabeth Schloss 
Mrs. Frederick Selch 
Kathy Sevalla 
Felice Shea 
Mary Shuford 
Joel Shulman 
Frank Silagy & Marthe Gold 
Sandra Silverman 
Liz Smith 
Martin Smith 
Mary Riley Smith 
Helene Soehngen 
David J. Sorkin 
Louisa Spencer 
Mary Ann Spitznagel 
Janet Stafford 
Heidi Steiner & Steve Nanz 
Judith Stevens 
John & Eliot Stewart 
Jean Sullivan 
Joan Susha 
Alicia Svenson 
Marc Sweet 
Anne & William Tatlock 
Arnold Tepfer 
Ann Thayer 
Thomas and Stephany Haines 
Tupper Thomas 



Helen Thorne 
Judith Torop 
Victoria Traube 
Herb & Pat Trossman 
Mindy & Marc Utay 
David Venderbush and Joanna Delson 
Katherine Von Hartz 
Sheila Walker 
Nancy Ann Ward 
John Weihe 
Sarah Weiner 
Matthew Weiss 
Elizabeth White 
Bonnie Williams 
Wendy Williams 
Marie Winn 
Frederic & Robin Withington 
Mary Denny Wray 
Barbara Zaas 
Audrey Zinman 
Jane Zucker & Rafael Campos-Ramirez 
 

Foundation & Government 
Agency Support 
Anonymous 
The Educational Foundation Of America 
The Strachan & Vivian Donnelly 
Foundation 
Moore Charitable Foundation 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

The Lillian & Ira N. Langsan Foundation, 
Inc. 
The New York Community Trust 
The Port Authority of NY & NJ 

 
Corporate Support 
ConEdison 
ConocoPhillips Bayway Refinery 
Davis Polk & Wardwell 
Dirtworks Landscape Architecture, PC 
EDAW, Inc. 
Fiduciary Trust Company International 
Horton Lees Brogden Lighting Design, Inc. 
HSBC 
IBM International Foundation 
Inventory Solutions 
Jersey Paddler, Inc.* 
Perkins Eastman 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
S. Forest Company 
Strand Book Store, Inc. 
*In-kind support 

 
Corporate Matching Gifts 
HSBC 
IBM International Foundation 
ISO 
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 
Liz Claiborne Foundation 
The New York Community Trust 

 
 
 
 


